Early Life of Pius XI            r)
great historian he was accustomed to put precedent: at a
true valuation, and to realise how much that is going on
to-day throughout the world has its roots in mistakes, or
in accidents of the past.
There should be, perhaps, no better-trained person to
bring die traditions of the Catholic Church of the past into
harmony with the modern world of to-day and to-morrow.
There are many people who criticise, and will continue to
criticise, what they call the outworn methods of the
Vatican in dealing with present-day problems, but1 it must
be remembered that it is a Pope's duty not to destroy and
start all over again, as have the Communists in Russia, but
to reform constructively, with as little break with the
past as possible; and in the changing world of the Peace
Treaties and of the recent slump periods^ Pope Pius must
have felt that his library training was as useful to him as
his Alpine climbing training. One is tempted to think it:
has been even more useful to him than his limited and
rather one-sided experience of diplomacy ami worldly
affairs during his next three years in Poland, which he
himself has valued more highly.